repaid
were it confined to this sphere; and we may conscientiously say that we know of no Manual of Surgery, on the whole, more deserving of public confidence, or more valuable as a guide and refresher to the young practitioner.
The work is opened by a short introduction on the objects and aim of surgery, and its relation to other branches of the healing art; together with the author's estimate of the natural and acquired qualifications of a surgeon. That we are not opposed to the diffusion of information, and elevation of the general standard of medical education, we trust our pages will bear ample testimony; but we do not profess ourselves to belong to that class who desire to see all professional distinctions extinguished ; and we are therefore gratified to find a master in our noble art recognising an elevated standard as essential to surgical proficiency. " The study" says the Professor, " and the practice of surgery are surrounded by difficulties of no ordinary character. The dexterity and safety with which surgical operations must be performed can only be acquired by long practice on the dead; the opportunities for this are few, and still more rarely do we meet with the perseverance necessary to overcome all the disagreeables which are associated with it. How many have reason to regret their neglect of practising on the dead, when called on to operate on the living! In many cases the life of the patient is each moment in the hands of the operator; the struggles of the sufferer, his cries, and a peculiar feeling to which no surgeon, especially in the commencement of his career, is a stranger, shakes his necessary equanimity, and makes him anxious and unfit to complete his work with celerity and safety. Nor 
